
THE NEW

THE NEW ST. PAUL'S
owner Blame Of a Ran&=& Slruo-

tre to Be L l.

TIE CEREIOIIE8 TO1lD0.
Cadinal Gibbons and Distinguished

Prelates to Officiate.

A CHURCH OF MARBLE

Tomorrow afternea all go-d cthac
who can possibly do so will turm their steps
"oward Northwest Wasington, where. at
& eeloek. the corner stone ft the fle marbie
church erected by D. Paurs path, an
Now In course of erection at the northwest
eorner of 15th and v streets, win be laid by
Cardinal Gibbona. The cherised wish o
Oe pastor. Rev. Jammes F. Macim, and his
esegregatia to provide more adequate
church factutime for the Catheses at thba
aseton will then have resmed a substima
thl beglning
The eardial arrived is Wsagtem this

morning at 1 Velsek. Re was met at the
depot by Rev. Fathera Maserm and May-
nadier and a Committee from St. Paul's
congregatio. who aecoted him to St.
Paul' pastoral restdence, where he wtU be

e guet of Father Macki, unt after the
aeremomy tomorrow. wham he will return
to Baltimore.
In addition to the cardinal, the fonowing

prelates and priests of the church have beam
Invited, and most of them are expected to
be present: The apoasoli- delegate, the
Meet Rev. Archbibhop Uatat; Arebbishops
Ireland of St. Paul. Mia.; Corrigan of New
York. ad Ryan of Philadelphia; Bishops
Foley of Detroit. Mich., and (Ymumvan e
Mobile. Ala.; Rt. Rev. Bishop Kaemne recto
e9 the Cathofle University, togenher with Dr.
P. J. Garrigan, the vies rector. and the
entire faculty; Rev. Father Richarde, gres.
idat of Georgetown alversity. and thefaculty, as well as all the reverend onerS19he archdiocese e Altimee,

fhe Present St. Paura.
The prelates and reverend clergy whso are

to partIcipate in the corner stone ceremonies
will assemble tomorrow afternoon in the
school hail beneath St. Paul's Chapel, on Irth
street. where they will don their vestments,and at :t o'clock sharp move in proce.sn
to the mite of the new church.*

Thme Ceremoete.
The procession will be headed by a score

of red-gowned acolytes carrytng lighted
taper. with cross bearer and censer bearer,
followed b-y the priests of the diocese. in-
ciuding the chantera. who will be succeeded
by the bishops and archbishops. and fnaly
the cardinal. dresse I in his scarlet robes,
including the tail pontifical hat. and carry-
iog in his hands the jeweled crozier, which1
is in the form of a shepherd's erook.
The cardinal wtil be assited Juring the

ceremonies by Bishop Keane, with probably
R~ev. iFather Glasb as deacon and Rev.
Father Gloyd as subdeacon. The cerenony
of chanting the Psalms will be rendered by
a choir of specially selected voicee from the
clergy of the archdiocese and will Include
Rev. Fathers Bart and Marr of Baltimore.Russell of Hyattsville. Fletcher and Dough-
erty of tils city. Revr. Father Maynadier,the assistant pastor of St. Paui'u Church,as well as several students of the Catholic
UnIversity.
The corner stone, a block of snow-white

mnarble three feet nine inches long by one
foot eight inches deep, will be Inscribed
trith a cross and the year IJAGi. and laidSn the foundation at the southwest corner
of the church. It is chambered for the re-
geption of a box. in which will be deposited
among other articles, copies of The Even-
lng Star and otier Washington daily pa-
pers and the Church News. The names of
all the subscribers to the new church fund
onI the books of the association, the various
Soins struck in 11ll1, from I cent to 81. and
a parchment manuscript giving a brief his-
tory of the parish and of the corner stone
kiring. the name4 of the present chiefe-ecutive of the l'nited States. the reign-
haw pope. his hoinesm Leo XIII. and James.(airdhnal Gibbons, the names of the Com-
missioner. of the District of Columbia and
all the ciergy of the archdiocese of Balti-
flnore.
The ceremonies at the laying of thme cor-

acer stone will be according to a aimple
Mtual and very brief. The cardlinal will
bless the walls of the church and then
blessing the stone will place upon it a trowel-
ii I of mortar, smoothing It over as the
Stone is moved into place. This is followed
by a solemn chant, at the conclusion of
Which the Rt. Rev. John J. Keane. the elo-
quent rector of the Catholic University,
will deliver the sermon, after which the
cardinal will close the ceremonies with a
few brief remarks.

Sheltee fee the CrewS.
In anticipation of frosty weather and

with a view to making a necessarily out-
3oor ceremony as comfortable am possible
'or the churchman who will ofmciate, as
trell as the people who will witness the
teremonles, a large canvas covering will
Se erected upon the foundation walls. This
ent-like arrangement will be heated by
gas radiators, and it is believed it can be
sbade very comfortable, no matter how cold
u inotament the weather. Is the =eet of

CHUBCH.
this Ien="'ioe not being suffclently large
to admit all who may come, arrangements
have been made for the overflow in the old
church, where a sermon will be preached
to those who may assemble 4here by a
prominent divine, probably Bishop Curtis
of W11hmington, Del.
The various Catholic societies of Wash-

INgton, Including the Catholic Kngts of
AmriWCa, the 8t. Vincent de Paul ,oiey
the* Gonsaga.College cadets, the Knights of
St. Augustin and the Emmet Guards, hn
eajunction with the gentlemen of St. Paul's
congregation, will act as a guard of honor
to the eardinaL,and during the ceremonies
Will form In double columns along the Ine*
of proessin thus keeping a clear passage-
way for the clergy and precluding any Poo-
"'bl inconvenience from the large crowd
aneabr-e
The management of the lay part of the

ceremonies to In the bands of the gentlemen
of the congregation, and will be under the
Imamediate direction of Mr. John D. Cough-
Its, Cat. Patrick O'Farrell,Goo. W. S. Gld-
dens Capt.Thomas J. Shes and James F.

Rev. J. V. Matn.A
The following will compose part of the

guard of honor to the cardinal: Dr. F. X.
Dooley, R. S. Donaldson, B. J. O'Driscoll, J.
P. Simonton, J. D. Leonard., Henry McDer-
mott, Thos. J. Phillips, E. D. Corcoran,
John Kelly, Chan. A. Dunn, John Fogarty,
C. A Halluff,. M. Long, I. Straub, T. F. Hur-
ney, G. F. Eberly, A. Woods Thos. 1. Mce-
Eneany, P. Dowd, Wm. Al. Hall, Jos. lein,
J. E. Lyons, Hugh SMcQueeney, Thom. Sheri-
dan, Hugh Masterson, B. Solari, J. T. Var-
nell, C. E. Fletcher, E. T. R. Jones, J. A.
Koch, J. T. Frawley, Jos. Simmnons and
Capt. Lynch.

The New Charch.
As already indicated, the foundation of

the new church has been laid and the outer
walls have risen to the level of the main
gloor,*the heavy joists of which have been
put In place and the first layer of flooring,
censiting of one-inch boards, laid. The
progress thus far serves to mark out the
ground plan of the church and give some
notion of Its size.
The new structure will have a frontage of

eighty-two feet on 15th street and a depth
of 160 feet on V street, with a parking of
seventeen feet on both streets. The base-
wrent walls are of Potomac blue stone, and
the walls above the basement or grade level
will be constructed of Baltimore county
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Pidu, which will be entered from the cel-
ar.
The plans contemplate a perfect system

of beating and ventilation, no little time
Lad study having been given by Father
Kackfu to this important feature of church
isestruction. The most substantial ma-
eials and tbeeugh methods of construo
1Ion are to be employed about the work,
the atm of the builders being simplicity and
meatness combined with symmetry and Sol-
dity.
The plans of the building were drawn by

Ph111p N. Dwyer, architect, who will alsosuperintend the work of construction. The
ontractor for the entire building, exceptingMews, windows and heating apparatus, isbir. Owen Donnelly. B. Hanrihan & Son
ire the subcontractors foi the stone work.
'he cost of the church will be $1W,0JU0, and
wil be ready for occupancy early In 1&Mprovided the work Is not Interrupted byhad weather or the financial depression.

Raising the Money.
The money with which the church Is to be
Milt Is to be raised principally by sub-
icriptioms. An organization known as St.
taul's New Church Association has been
:ollecting funds for the past three years.
L'he object of this association Is to enroll
ill the members and friends of the parish
as contributors of specified amounts at
given periods for the benefit of the new:hurch. The present membership includes
)nly about 17) families, but it is believed,
sow that the work has really begun, that
is number will be more than trebled and
hat in the near future the membership of
the parish and the membership of the as-
moclation will become, as they should be,
practically identical.

Rev. James F. Mackit.
'Rev. James F. Mackin, the pastor of St.
Paul's Church, is a man well knows
throughout the archdiocese, particularly In
Ialtimore and Washington, where he ham
nany friends. Father Aackin is a native
)f Baltimore, and received his collegiate
education and theological training there
lie was ordained to the priesthood June 30o
LlUS, by the Most Rev. Archbishop Martin J
Apauldig. Washington was the scene of his
lrst priestly labora, where, as assistant to
the lamented Dr. Charles 1. White of StMatthew's Church, he remained two years
whence he was placed In charge of the
kockville mission, where he labored assid.
aously till May, IS7, when he was made
aistant to the Rev. Dr. Foley of St. Mar.

tin's Church, Baltimore. Here he remaineduntil May, 11142, when he was made pastor
)f St. Joseph's Church in the same city
succeeding the now Most Rev. Archbishop
Chappelle of New Mexico.
The year IMS found the cardinal contem-

A",tlnr the dIvision of St. Matthew's par-Ish and the building of a new church In the
beparateu territory. Such a task required
more than the ordinary man, and when, or
Detober 10 of that year, it was offcially an.
mounced that Father Mackin was appointed
to assist at St. Matthew's Church, and com-
missioned to proceed at once to organise a
mew parish, there was general rejoicing
Lmong the Catholics Interested, for they
were well pleased with the cardinal's
choice, and were well satisfied that if any.
3ne could assume such an onerous task andcarry It to a successful conclusion It wasPather Mackin, and events have shown that
their confidence was not misplaced.

Parish History.
Early in 189 a diocesan commission pur

chased a plat of ground at the corner of
15th and V streets northwest as a site for a
new church and for other parochial build.
Ings. The price paid was $26,126. Thin
iebt was turned over to Father Mackin tc
liquidate or pay interest on as best he might
Buch a task, with no congregation or or-
ranisation whatsoever, was by no meansan enviable one. lather Mackin, however
made up in faith what hk' lacked In United
states currency, and, like a good business
man, decided that the way to make money
was to spend it judiciously.
He accordingly at once proceeded with the

erection of what was not only to be a
chapel, but was to supply the need of a
parochial school In the northwest section of
the city. October 3, 18ISK witnessed the lay-
Ing of the corner stone by Cardinal Gib.
bons. the sermon for the occasion being de.
livered by the Rev. J. S. Foley. D. D., thepresent bishop of Detroit. The building is

red brick structure, with an ornamentafront. containing two stories and a cellar.
The chapel Is In the upper story, the

lower floor being divided into three large
school rooms, where secular Instruction is
given during the week and religious train.
ing on Sunday to a flourishing Sunday
school. This building, which cost $l2.0tj
to erect. will be devoted to school purposes
exclusively. as soon as the new church is
ready for occupancy.
The first service In this church was held

on Christmas day. 1588, by Rev. Father
Mackin, who celebrated high mass, and on
that day the work of forming a congrega.
tion may be said to have practically com-
menced. So well did the work succeed and
the congregation multiply that in the fal
of 1810 the cardinal decided to make the
till then but a mission a parish unto itself
In anticipation of this action, Father Mac.
kin had already erected a handsome rectory
on a site originally reserved for it on V
street. The house is a prettily designed
building, forty feet square, of red brick
after the prevailing Washington tone, com-
fortable looking and well lighted. Its coal
was $6n300.
Here Father Mackin took up his abode

September 1, 1810, since which time he has
devoted all his energies to the developmeni
of his parish and the interests of his con.
gregation. That he has suc ded is wel
shown by the prosperous caition of his
work today. In the short period the pariah
has been in existence-about seven years-
he has gathered around him a congrega.
tion of about 2,500), established a creditabli
parochial school of 125 pupils and threi
teachers, organized a flourishing Sundal
school of over 3003 pupils. established varn-
ous charitable and devotional societle.
among the congregation, brought thi
finances of the parish to a most health3
condition, and now the year of his ailvet
jubilee he has entered upon the crowningwork of his life in the erection of a magnifi.
cent church, which will amply supply th4
needs of his parish for generations to come

la the Struggle fea' U.fe.
Pros Cornhill Magasime.
In tropical countries, where the struggil

for life seems to rage even Ilercer than is
the temperate regions, a vast number a|
animals have been driven by want to seel
their livelihood In the dark, through atrest
of competition. There are the howler mon
keys, for example, who make night hideout
in large tracts of South American forest
beginning their disal music as soon ea
evening sets in, and only retiring for the
day as dawn purples the horison.
There are the lemura of Madagascar, mc

called because, like ghosts, they walk b3

night and withdraw at cockcrow-strange
stealthy, noiseless creatures, wIth great

wistful, poetical eyes and enlarged pupils
monkeys that prey on birdis and insects ii
the gloomy depths of their native forests
There is the slender loris, a graceful an<
beautiful beast. with eyes like a gazelle's
but treacherous manners, who pounces upor

birds as they sleep in their lIttle nests
rereping silently upon them from behinc
like an Indian upon the warpath, and af-
fordIng no indication of his hateful presenei

till he Is within arm's reach of his slumber-

lng victim.

There is that curious little nondescrip1

animal, the aye-aye, who attracted so mucd
attention a few years ago at the Zoo-a

raualnt. small beast. half monkey, half ro.

Stent, who comes forth by night in searcl

lyf fruits or insects, and crawis through the

woods with catlike pace upon butterfly ot

eaterp'llar. And there is that other 'deconnecting link, the galeopithecus, or "fly.
Ing monkey"-a lemur well on his way tc

Sevelop Into a bat. apelike in form, but witi
a membrase stretched loose between his

arms and legs after the rudimentary fashior

mf the flying squirrel, by means of which hn
glides from tree to tree with a sort of hail

lump, half flight, very curious to witnesa

These are but very few of the nocturnal
mnammals of the monkey and lemur type,

ancient ancestors of our own, gone wrona

through keeping such very late hours, andnow stranded for the most part In islanda
r peninsulas of extreme antiquity.

To. Willing.

P'res the Dtrot Free Preim.

"Dear me," he whispered, "do you thini
f I married you your father would forgive
"I'm sure he would, dear," she asserted,
oftly.
"And would he give us a house of our

"I know he would, dearest,"
"And would he give us enough to live

asautifully on?"

"I'm sure of It. Harry."
"And would he take me Into the firm?""Certainly he would."
"And let me run the business to suit my-
elf?"
"Of course he would, darling."
She snuggled to his bosom, but he put her

Lside coldly,
"I can never marry you," he said. hoarse

y. "Your father is too willing to get you
iff his hands."

"What makes you think he married the
sdy for raoney?" "I have seen her!"--Meg-

mendorfer Blatter.

ALL ABOUT SNAKES.
Queer WayS. of Many Kind. ofVn-

omou Berpenta.
SHEP 1" 11 TlI ME

Oddities of Creatures That Are
Crawlers on the Earth.

FEARED BY ALL MANKIND.

"Snakes frequently swallow animal. big-
ger than themselves," said an eupert in
reptilian lore to a writer for The Star.
"This feat they are able to accomplish be-
cause the bones of their heads are not con-
solidatedbut re united by elastic ligaments.
so that their jaws are capable of enormous
expansion. Why. I knew of a case where a
large boa ate the blanket provided to keep
her warm. She was about to change her
skin, and, as Is usual under such circum-
stances, she was partly blind. The rabbits
given to her dodged her grasp, and she got
hold of the blanket instead. Rather a dry
meal, one would think. But serpents are
furnished by nature with glands which se-
crete a great amount of saliva for the lu-
brication of food consumed whole. In this
instance the snake was made to disgorge
the dinner, which was scarcely recognisable
from the thick coating of mucus in which It
was enveloped.

Swallows Its Prey Alive.
"A snake has no means for separating

flesh from bones and feathers. It swallows
its prey alive. The latter usually dies of
suffocation. In the process of deglutition
the breathing of the serpent Is Interfered
with, so that after performing It the rep-
tile yawns widely In order to take in air.
Sometimes at this moment the victim,
though already on its way to the stomach
of its devourer, has been known to turn
about and crawl out again in safety, effect-
Ing its escape. When two snakes are in a
cage together, and both get hold of the
same frog or rat, they will advance upon
it until their heads meet, when one of
them will proceed to swallow the other.
Keepers of serpents at soological gardens
have constantly to be on the look-out for
such accidents. I have known one valuable
reptile to be rescued after seven feet of
him had been consumed. When discovered
In this predicament only a foot of his tall
stuck out of the mouth of a comrade.
"Cannibalsm is very common in snakes.

A box of imported serpents labeled 'ten
cobras' or 'fourteen vipers' will often be
found short in the number on this account.
It Is a curious fact that these reptiles, as a
rule, seise animals bigger than themselves.
The structure of their ribs permits great
expansion of the body, and a snake of
superior slue is disposed of by doubling up
in the stomach. It is often asked what
these crawling creatures are good for. For
one thing, they are able to penetrate where
no larger carnivorous animal could venture.
into dense and noisome morasses, bogs,
jungles and swamps, amid the tangled veg-
etation of the tropics, where they feed on
swarms of smaller reptiles. The hedgebog,
weasel, rat, peccary, badger. hog, goat and
many kinds of birds keep snakes within due
limits as to numbers, while the latter de-
vour innumerable lesser vermin. Thus the
balance of nature is maintained.
Small Drains and Slight Intelligenee.
"Knakes have small brains, slight intel-

ligence and little sensibility to pain. They
can live for a long time deprived of their
vital organs, while the heart, if taken from
the body, will continue to beat for a c-n-
siderable time. If the head be severed, it
will still try to bite, while the bodiy win
continue to move, coil and even .pring.
Many serpents which do not live in trees
will climb them in search of birds' eggs,
They do much damage in poultry yards.
When once the eggs are missed from a
hen's nest, and a snake's track is discov-
ered, the farmer knows that the thief will
repeat the offense, so a watch is set and no
mercy is shown to the culprit when caught.
On the other hand, snakes are of !mportant
use to agriculture, by consuming the mice
that devour the crops. Knake catchers who
pack serpents for tranpportation across the
ocean commonly supply them with food
for the journey in the shape of eggs."There is a well-authenticated story of a
cobra that got through a chink into a hen-
house and ate so many eggs from under a
sitting fowl, that it could not get out again
through the same crack. Next morning it
was killed and cut open, when. as the eggs
were found to be unbroken and still warm,
the experiment was tried of replacing them
under the mother, who in due time hatched
out the brood none the worse for this re-
markable accident. Black snakes, though
not venomous, are killed by farmers wher-
ever found, because of the havoc they make
in poultry yards. This kind of serpentclimb. trees with ease and has been describ-
ed sg the 'nimblest creature living.' There
is one very extraordinary serpent called the
'anodon,' whose business, according to Prof.
Owen. is to restrain the undue Increase of
snall birds by devouring their eggs. Far
back in Its throat It has certain projections
which serve as teeth, though in reality they
are poinis of the spine projecting into the
gullet.

Seone Are Fend ef Milk.
"These projections are actually tipped

with enameL. Their purpose is to break the
eggs after they have been swallowed suffi-
ciently far to make it sure that none of
the contents shall be lost by the fracture
of the shell. Some American snakes, among
them the so-called 'milk snake,' are said
to be very fond of milk and to rob the
dairies. The black snake, or racer, is a
milk thief, and Is accused of skimming off
all the cream from the pens when it finds
its way Into a spring-house where milk Is
kept. In India, when a snake discovers how
to get at the eggs and milk in a larder, no
native will on any account kill It, because
It is regarded as the good genius of the
house. Milk is fed to the cobras in that
country in some of the temple. where they
are worshiped. Four officers were once
playing whist In an Eiast Indian bungalow.
Suddenly one of them exclaimed: 'Kee
still, for Gods sake! I feel a cobra crawf-
ing about my leg!' What would have hap-
pened nobody can tell, had It not been that
one of the others quietly set a saucer of
milk near by. which the snake presently
sought. It was promptly killed.
"People who gase upon a cage full of

snakes at a menagerie or soological garden
will usually point at the tongue of a ser-
pent and exclaim: 'Look at its sting!' Now,a more absurd notion can hardly be imag-
ined. To begin with, no snake has a sting,
and the forked tongue Is the most innocent
member imgnble. This curious delusion
has receive large encouragement from
Shakespeare, who constantiy speaks of
snakes as 'poison tongued' and as often re-
fers to their 'mortal sting,' The fact Is
that the snake's tongue is an organ of feel-
ing, by which the owner ezamines whatever
It wants to investigate and make. up Its
mind as to the best way of setting to work
to swallow its prey. The notion that the
tongue has anything to do with the hissing
of a snake Is likewise nonsense. That pe-
culiar sound is produced by the expulsion of
air from the hungs, more or less quick or
loud, as the reptile is more or less alarmed
or angry. It may be suppoeed to correspond
with the agitated breathing or panting of
other animals.

A Snake's Tongae.
'"The touch of a snake's tongue on the

hand is felt like the sweep of a thread, en
light and delicate. When the anial Is ex-
cited by fear or otherwise the vibrations of
this organ are so rapid that the eye cannot
follow them. When not thus In use It is
withdrawn into a sort of sheath or scab-
bardi, which can be closed at will to guard
the sensitive member against injury. One
can easily see how useful such an instru-
ment is to a creature which, usually noc-
turnal, winds Its way through tangled
masses of vegetation, often In dark caves,holes and other obscure retreats, with eyes
so placed that they can see neither before
nor beneath, and with other sense. only
feebly developed. Under such circumstane.=
the tongue feels the way. Its function is
lke that of the whiskers of a cat. For
its further protection nature has provided a
small opening In the upper lip, so that it
can be projected while the mouth is shut.
"Not all snakes hiss. There is a little

viper of India called the 'echis,' which is
one of the most Ill-tempered of reptiles,
When annoyed it makes a sound like hiss-
ing, but It is produced by rustling its scales
together. The 'spreading adder' of this
country is sometimes called the 'hissing
snake.' Of this serpent Chae anbigad said:
reat auntion Is naecnm, sot i. -t.

the atmosphere which surreune It. It Go-
Composes the air, which. impradently in-haled, Induces languor. The wastes
away, the lungs are affece and in the
course of four months he dies of oan...p-
tion.' That is a fair specimen of the larns
that used to be propagated by alleged edes-Utc men respecting snalres. The explorerLIvIngstone tellk of a make In Afrieswhich utters a cry by night exactly likethe bleating of a fong kid.
"Snakes in general indulge in an annualsleep of several mnouths' duration, which

may take place in summer or in winter.
This aestivation or hibernation Involves an
almost total suspension of the vital forces.
Many serpents in warm coatries resiga
themselyes to a death-like repose and tem-
porary tomb by burying them.sves in mud,
which is hard baked over them. Thus they
remain. sealed up until the rainy mum
loosens the soDl and frees them. The prai-rie rattlesnake undergoes this species of
torpor in the dry canyons of the Rocky
mountains during the droughts of July
and August. Snakes remain torpid on an
average half the year. It is a winter sleep
In colder and temperate climates, and a
summer sleep in hot ones. The gree gar-
ter snake of the United States hibernates
eight months out of the twelve. One pe-

ty of reptiles is their ability to with-
stand an astonishing degree of heat. On
the hottest day in the hottest plCes on
earth one surprises snakes and USmrd
basking In the blazing sun-glare en eands
and rocks which would almost blister the
hand to touch. Serpentf are abundantly
supplied with oily fat. Thick layers of it
line their Intestines, and this is gradually
absorbed during their torpor.

Their Power of Enduranee.
"The power of endurance in serpents and

their independence of a large supply of
oxygen render then Important agents in
the economy of nature. In the swamps and
morasses where malaria abounds they are
most rumerous. Many such places under
canopies of pestilential vaaprs swarm
with Insects, monlusks, worms and the
smaller reptiles on which makes amostly
feed. They are the scavengers of such
localities, fulfilling a great law by maia-
tainha.g the balance of nature even to the
extent of rendering oortain countries habit-
able.
"Those snakes which dwell in the high-lands, in sandy or rocky districts, commen-

ly select sunny hillsides when frost sets in
and hide themselves under stones or in
caves, where sometimes they congregate in
vast numbers. In Australia serpent hunt-
ing Is a favorite sport for boyS. They lay
traps of large flat stones in plaees where
the reptiles are likely to resort. Somnetime
they will capture half a dosen or amore of
different species under one reek. Even
the venomous kinds tay be easily eampturedand put into bags in their haeormaatccndition. Great numbers of snakes se-
cured in this way by colleetors have been
furnished to museums. They are gatheredby hunters after the native marsupials and
exported.
"Another ophidian delusion long entertat-ed has had to do with the 'water viper.' or

'horn snake.' Its tail ends in a bluntherny
pcint about half an inch long. With this
instrument, as Is alleged, the serpent is
able to mortally wound men and other ani-
mals. If struck into a tree, the latter in-
stantly withers, turns black and dies. Thus
is this remarkable reptile supposed to bearmed with death at both ends. Of emerus,
the notion is an absurdity. It in werth
knowing that If one is attached by a boa
constrictor the only thing to do Is to takehold of tle tip of the tall and unwind him.If there is an opportunity to strike him, aa
at the tail. The spinal cord there beingonly thinly covered with bne, it is moreeasily wounded, and when the spine isbroken, the animal is disabled. One of the
ir ost curious of popular fancies respectingsnakes has to do with the so-called 'hoop-
sarake of this country, which is supposed tobe able to take its tail In Its mouth androll down hill. This Idea may have arisenfrom the manner In which this serpent pro-ceeds sometimes by a series of leaps. Rap-idly extending Itself to fall length, it bringsIts hinder part into a loop and springs for-ward, repeating this operation with -mas-ing rapidity, so that to the eye it mighteasily produce the appearance of rolling inhoop fashion.

The Doable Walker.
"There Is a weli-known snake called the

'double walker.' from its ability to go for-
ward or backward with equal ease. On this
account It has been alleged to poeseos two
heads, and to this belief Pliny. who might
be termed the father of lies in natural his-
tory, has given his indorsement. This. as
a matter of fact. to a burrowing serpent.
To escape from Its enemies, such as larger
ophidians and carnivorous birds. it must
be able to retreat to its hole with eslerity.hence the peculiar power described. These
serpents live chiefly in ants' nests. feeding
on the insects and protected by their euirjinof hard, polished, close-set scales from bite
or sting. Their young on being hatehedfind food ready at hand, the eggs being laidIn the nests of the ants. In countries wheredangerous ants swarm these snakes are
most serviceable, nature having seeminglybrought them into existence for the purposeof keeping the predacious insects in check."In many respects snakes are wonderfullywell equipped by nature. Prot. Owen said
of them that they could outelab the
ronkey, otuswim the fish, outleap the jer-
boa, and, suddenly loosening the cois of
their crouching spiral, they can spring into
the air and *else the bird on the wing.M Ith neither hands nor talons, they canoutwrestle the athlete and can crush their
prey in the embrace of their overlappingfolds. One puzzle about them is theirmethod of progression. It is effected by the
extremities of their ribs, which, thoughA be-
neath the skin, act in a manner as feet,
In some species there are more then gi
vertebrae or joints in the spine, each htaving
at pair of ribs attached. Prof. Huxleyr oncsaid that the most beautiful piece of
anatomy he knew was the vertebra of asnake. Namh two vertebrae are joined to-
gether by a ball and socket joint and have
eight other joints in addition. The ball and
socket joints admit of every variety of
curvature and the utmost pliancy of amove-
ment.
"All freah-water snakes are harmalees In

this category are not includ64 such serpents
as the mtoccan, which mearely frequentsstreams and banks, The true opidans Ot
the fresh water Jnhst rivers and estun-
ries, feeding on fish and rarely coming to
land. Some of thema frequent bra~ah wa-
ters and even enter the sea. They all bring
forth their young alive in the water. Thesesnake. chiefly belong to tropical and semi-
tropical regions, though in this country
many of them frequent rivers thaat are
frozen over in winter, during which seasen
they hibernate in boles near the banks.

The Sea Snes.
"Among the most interesting of ali ephI-

diana are the sea mnakes, which are flound
in vast numbers in the waters of the In-
dian ocean and other eastern seas. They
have tails flattened like fins to serve as
rudders. To exclude the water whten they
dive their nostrils are furnished with a
valve. Their lungs extend the whole length
of the body as far as the tail, and, retaning-
a large supply of air, enable them to lint
on the surface of the water when it is
calm. Sipe often pass through shoalis of
them apparently asleep. Their eyes are so
modified as to enable them to se better in
water than in air. AUl of them are ex-
tremely venomous. They are also very
wild and fierce, on which account they are
a great dread to fshbermen, Nevertheless
they are frequently caught in nets, when,
owing to their activity, It is difficult to die-
engage them. When caught they will eften
strike their fangs mnto their own lesia.
They are said to attain a length of twelve
feet. Fishes furnish their food, being par-
alysed by the poison and thus maade an
easy prey.
"AUl sorts of curious notions have arisen

as to the rattle of the rattlesnake. The
American Indians declare that an addi-
tional joint to the rattle grows whenever
a human being falls a victim to that pr
ticular serpent-a tradition mnore usta
than rational, The purpose of the rattle
has long been a pussie to scientific men.
It has been suggested that the snake ues
It to attract smaln birds. the sound of It
being quits simial' to that maade by semeInsects, particularly the gra.=bopp**. Dr.Elliott Coues says that by an unpractiesi
ear the rattling cannot be distinguishedfromn the chirping of the large western

hopr Other authorities, hoewever,wihthis idea. They say thtat the
rattle is shaken for the some cause thatmakes a hen ruffte her feathers, a cobeaexpand its frilL, and a cat bristle Its tur-namely, to frighten the enemay, It is a
curious fact that, when one of these mnakes
is disturbed and springs its rattle, all otherrattes-nakes within hearing take up the
chors

Cannet Close Their Eyes.
"Snakes have no eyelids and can thaerefore

never close their eyes-a fact whii ha-
given rise to a vulgar belief that they never
sleep. On each side of the head3 s a poissagland, which is only a mnodified malivary
gland. It lies behind the eye, whence th~e
venom is conveyed by a duct to the base of
the tooth, down through it, and is emnItted
at the point Into the wound moade by It.
The point is so fine and sharp that beneath
a powerful microscope it looks perflectlysmooth, whereas the point of the finestEteedie looks rough. It is popularly Im-agined that a....veom. serpent isred. e
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